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" Besides it involves other obligations of society and resi-
dence by which at present I should be very unwilling to bind
myself.

" And moreover it seems to me that a Lord Lieutenant
should be a person constantly resident in the County and
conversant with its affairs. I cannot pretend to this. The
office is a high honour, greatly appreciated in the district,
and one which there are many joyfully and efficiently to
undertake.

" These reasons alone are sufficient to entitle me to ask you
to excuse me from accepting the lieutenancy of Linlithgow-
shire. I do hope I have expressed clearly what I mean,
though I am not sure of this. I thank you warmly for the
proposal, for I hope I may take it as another proof of your
kindly feeling; and I trust you will not consider that, in
declining it, I have done anything in the slightest degree
inconsistent with that sincere gratitude and respect which
makes me always

" Very sincerely yours,

" ROSEBEKY."

Mr. Gladstone would not accept this refusal, and
sent the letter to Lord Granville, writing on a slip :

" This is wrong.

Can you or Bessborough persuade him ?
His mother could not ?

46 W. E. G.   May 2."

Lord Granville noted : cc We will try. G."
Mr. Gladstone's entourage hammered away at
Rosebery's disinclination, as did some of his political
friends. The sternest remonstrance came from
Bouverie Primrose, who covered eight sides of note-
paper, and pointed out that to reject such an oppor-
tunity was to some extent an offence to his country
neighbours, all the more as his grandfather had
regarded it as an honour to hold the post. It was
also a slight to the Government whom he had publicly
supported, because they would be at their wits' end
to find an eligible candidate in the county- His
uncle concluded by saying: